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5,  PHILIPPIANS i. 27. 
The former part oi the Verſe Only let your Con- 
verſation be, as it becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


T. Paul having, in the foregoing part of this Chapter, 
mention d his 2 which he was in at Rome, for the 
fake of the Goſpel, at the time of his writing this Epi- 
ſtle; takes occaſion from them to declare his readineſs to mag- 
nifie Chriſt in his Body, whether it ſhould be by Life XS 
Death. And the reaſon ot this his readineſs he tells us was, 
becauſe he was ſure to be a very great Gainer either way. 
If he ſhould live on, hedoubteJ not but he ſhould likewiſe - 
50 on faithfully and induftriouſly Preaching the Goſpel, as he 
ad done,and,by this means in promoting his Maſter's Honour, 
ſetting forward the Salvation of his Brethren, and, by ſo do- 
ng amplifying and enlarging, thro' GOD's Grace and 
ercy, his own Reward in Heaven. To me to live is Chriſt, 
and if Ilive in the fleſh, thy is the fruit of my labour. If he 
{ſhould die, he was ready even then to comfort himſelf, with 
thoſe bleſſed Expectations and Aſſurances which he had, that, 
as ſoon as ever he ſhould be abſent from the Body, he ſhould be pre- 
Ent with the Lord, and that there was laid up a Crown of Righ« 
teouſueſi for him in Hexven. To me to die is gain. And, having 
ſuch a glorious Proſpect on both ſides, he knows not what 
to wilh for, yer what I ſhall chuſe, I wot not, for I am ina ſtrait 
betwi xt two; on the one ſide, having a deſire to depart, to get out 
of this troubleſome World (troubleſome to him to be ſure, + 
who had ſuffer'd ſo many dreadful things from it) and to be 
with Chriſt his dear lovd Lord, in the preſent poſſeſſion of 
his Joys, which was far better, infinitely moſt eligible for 
bim, it he had regarded himſelf only; on the other fide, bes. 
ing conſcious to himſelf, that to abide in the Fleſh, to con- 
tinue in this life, was more needful for them his Flock at 
Philippy, who would be more likely to make an hap» 
py proficiency in the Faith of Chriſt, and to draw near 
to perfection in it, under him their Spiritual Father and 
Guide, than any other. And this conſideration it is which 
turns the Scale, and determineth the choice of our mott . 
charitable Apoſtle (that true lover of Souls indeed, that true 
Pattern of a Paſtoral Affection and concern for the Flock of 
Chriſt, who for their ſakes, V be contented to. ꝑut off the 
| | 2 taking 
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taking poſſciſion, even of Paradiſe it ſelf, for ſame time) 


and even begets in him a firm perſuaſion that for this reaſon, 


GOD would be pleas'd ro grant him a longer continuance 
among them : For this I take to be the ſenſe of the words 
Which follow. And having this confidence, that to abide in the 
Fleſh is more needful for you ; I know, or am verily perſuaded, 
that I ſhall abide and continue with you all, for your furtherance and 
Joy of Faith, However, be this as it wad, and as it ſhould 

leate GOD, to whom he entirely left it; yet one thing 


be tels them, he muſt not forget to put them in mind of, 4 


thing of the higheſt moment a d importance, a thing of abſolute 
neceſſity towards their eternal welfare. Nay indeed the very one 
thing needful (a better Leſſon he could nor poſſibly teach them 
i he were preſent with them; a better Legacy he could not 
poſſibly bequeath to them, if he was never to ſee them any 
mote) Only let your Converſation, the whole management and 
22 of your Lives, be as become, or is agreeable to the Goſpel. 
EVWW. $ob 

ph —— the Apoſtle's very earneſt manner, in which he re- 
co nmends this thing to us in my Text, is an Argument of 
the very great — and ſtreſs which he preſſeth it in ſome 
other of his Epiſtles, is an evident proof of the ſame. As, in 


that to the Epheſians iv. 1. I beſeech ye that you walk worthy of the 


vocation, wherewith ye are caled In that to the Coloſſians 1.9, 1 0. 
Fe do not ceaſe to pray for you, that ye might walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all pleaſing. And in the Second to the Theſſalonians ii. 
11, 12. Tou know how we exhorted and comforted, and charged 
every one of you (as a Father doth his Children) that ye would 
walk worthy of G O D, who hath called you unto his Kingdom and. 
Glory. DS | | 

That therefore we may be ſure rightly to underſtand, and 
faithfully to follow, this important Advice, I ſball in my fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe endeavour to ſhew you. 


I. When we may be truly ſaid to have our Converſation at 
becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. SI 


Il. What ſtrict Obligations · we lie under to uſe our utmoſt 
care ſo to have our Converſation. 


I. When we may be truly ſaid to have our Converſation, 2 


becometh the Goſpel of Chrift. And the general Anſwer d this 
Queſtion is very eaſie, viz. That then this may be truly faig of 
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os, when we lead ſuch lives, as the Goſpel of Chriſt requires 
that we ſhould lead; ſuch lives as are ſuitable to thoſe pure 


and refin d Precepts, thoſe noble and illuſtrious Examples, 


thoſe powerful and all conquering Aſſiſtances, thoſe glorious 
and encouraging Rewards, which are there ſet before us; 
and offer'd ro us. Bur, becauſe general anſwers are apt to 
have but very little effect, 1 add therefore more particularly; 
= this may then, and only then, truly be faid of us, 
en s | 
 1ft. We ufe our utmoſt Care, Pains and Diligence, to per- 
form and to avoid every ſuch thing, as GOD has, any 
where, commanded us to perform or to avoid. And. 
| 2dly, Do all this, in the ſimplicity and ſincerity of our 
Hearts, upon true Chriſtian Principles, and with the entire 
concurrence of our Minds, Wills, and Affections. And, 
3dly, Do it all, to the utmoſt perfection that we are 
capable of, in full proportion to our Endowments and Abili- 
ties, and with an hearty deſire and endeavour to grow and im- 
prove, every Day more and more, in the knowledge and 
practice of our Duty. And. on 
Ahh, Are conſtant and perſevere in doing this, throughout 
the whole courſe of our Lives; or, at leaſt, if at any time 
we happen to {lip or fall, do all that we can to riſe again; 
and recover our ſelves, by a time!y,. ſincere and effectual Re- 
pentance. And, og ge e 
Laſtly, After all our beſt endeavours to perform our Duty; 
after all our beſt performances of it, aſcribe the Praiſe and Glo- 
of them all to G OD, and entirely rely upon his free Grace 
oodneſs in Chriſt Jeſus ; and not in the leaſt upon 
ne own Merit, for his acceptance and rewarding of 
raem. -. | 
1ſt. When we uſe our utmoſt Care, Pains, and Dili- 
gence to perform and to avoid every ſuch thing, as 
op has, any where, commanded us to perform or to 
avoid. 35 Ne | 0 
I ſaid, our utmoſt Care, Pains and Diligence, becauſe 
the ſtate of a Chriſtian, in this Life, is conſtantly repre- 
ſented in Scripture, as a ſtate of great and continual danger 
and temptation; a ſtare of War, of Fighting and Wreſtling; 
| our own Luſts and r againſt the 
6 | | ind Faſhioris of a 
wicked World; and our own corrupt Nature; which always 
3 takes 


(686 
takes jor with them (which we cannot but know and feel 
to be formidable Enemies enough) but againſt Principalities, 
againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, 
againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs in bigh Places; and conſequently a 
” where we haye need to exert all our Strength, uſe all 
our Prudence and Caution, be continually upon our Guard, 
and ſummon all our Forces together, for our defence, ſecurity 
and preſervation. And hence it is, that we are ſo often ex- 
horted to take heed, to watch, to be circumſpect, to be ſober, to be 
vigilant, to uſe all dilipence, to labour, to 22 to fight, to reſiſt, 
to reſiſt unto Blood, &c. From all which it is plain, that thoſe 
can never pretend to have their Converſation as becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who will be at none or very little thought or 

ins for the Service of GOD, and the Salvation of their 
ls; much leſs can they, who by their negligence and care- 
leſneſs, their lazineſs and idlenefs, lay themſelves open to their 

Enemies, and even invite the World, the Fleſh and the De- 
vil, to make their aſſaults upon them, and carry them away 
captive at their pleaſure. I | 

Again, I ſay, every ſuch thing as GOD hath command- 
ed, becauſe it is plain from Scripture, that wheſde ver ſhall break, 
one of the leaſt of GO D', Commandments, ſhall be called the 
leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, that is, {ball have no part there 
at all; and that whoſcever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet ef- 
fend in one point, is guilty of all. So that according to the 


terms of the Goſpel, the very ſingle wilful habit of any one 
plain Sin, as W 


horing, Drinking, Swearing, Cc. will be 
ſufficient to Damn a Man, even tho in other rc ſpects he ma 
keep the Law, nay, and perhaps have ſome very commend- 
able Qualities into the bargain; a thing which I heartily wiſh 
all who call themſelves by the Name of Chriſt, would ſeri- 
oully conſider. 
Laſtly, 1 ſay, as GOD has any where commanded becauſe 
G OD has us'd different ways of making known his Will 
to Mankind, all which we are oblig'd to attend to and comply 


— 


with. The Goſpel indeed, is the laſt and moſt perfect mani- 


feſtation of GOD*'s Will to Man, but doth by no means 
aboliſh, and render wholly uſeleſs, thoſe which he had be- 
fore. Reaſon, tho? it doth not ſhine by much fo bright 


and clear as Revelation, yet continues {till to give us a very 


good and uſeful Light, which we muſt take great care how 
we deſpiſe or neglect, and tho all the Commendments ſe 
rite 


-* Chrift ] ſus to ſeek and to fave them; and above all, 
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the Old Teſtament do not now oblige us; is they did the 


gemi, to whom many of them were peculiar : Yet all the 
Moral Precepts of it, which have an eternal foundation in 
Reaſon, and the Nature of things, and which conſequently 
all Men are like conceri'd in, are ſtill, and everlaſtingly 
will be, in as good force as ever. And therefore theſe our 
Lord expreſly tells us he came not to deſtroy, but to fulfil. 
So that whenany thing plainly appears to us, from the meer 
light of Reaſon, or the O:d Teſtament, to be our Duty, we 
are not with ſome ſimple People, to queſtion its Authority, 
and deſpiſe it, as carnal, and out of date, purely becauſe it 
may happen not to be particularly and diſtinctly mentioned in 
the Goſpel (for perhaps for this very reaſon, ſome Duties 


were there omitted, or at leaſt not ſo fully and explicily men- 


tion'd, becauſe they were very plain before, from Reaſon or 


the Old Teſtament) but we are to look upon it to be as tru- 


ly the Will of GOD as the Goſpel it felt and to obey it ac- 
cordingly. | 
24%, When we do all this in the ſimplicity and ſincerity 
of our Hearts, upon true Chriſtian Principles, and with the 
entire concurrence of our Minds, Wills, and AﬀeCtions. It 
is not enough to perform the Duties of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as the Phariſees did thofe of the Law, only to be ſeen of Men, 
and to court their approbation and applauſe, to pleaſe our Su- 
riors, to eſtabliſh a Reputation, and make our ſelves popu» 
ar, to feed our Vanity and Oſtentation, or to ſerve ſome 
other ſuch Worldly deſign or intereſt : no, they who are 
Religious only from ſuch Principles, ſerve not G OD, but 
themſelves, and, we are aſſured, muſt ex pect their reward 
from Men only, but ſhall have none trom their Father which 
is in Heaven. But the good Chriſtian muſt at upon much 
higher and nobler Pri«ciples ſuch as the Scripture propoſeth 
to us: A er of the Puniſhments, and hope of che rewards 
of a future State; an unfeigned love of his Brethren, and 
concern for their welfare in all things, more eſpecially Spi- 
ritual; a deep and humble ſenſe of GO D's Supreme Aus 
thoriry over all Mankind, of his infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs in his Government of them, and of his unſpeakable 
Condeſcenſion and Loving:kindneſs, in ſending his Son 


a moſt ardent love of him and our Bleſſed Saviour, and 


an earneſt deſire to become like them , and to pleaſe 
A 4 them 
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them, and to promote their Honour and Glory all over the 

Orig, ; F4 

Neither will a bare external Worſhip of GOD and pers 
formance of Roms Duties, ſerve a Chriſtian's turn; but 
he muſt be careful to obey from the Heart, to Worſhip in Spirit 
and in Truth, to be renem d in the Spirit of hit Migd, to glorifie 
G O D in his Spirit, or Mind, and to be holy in that, as well 
as in Body, His inward Man muſt always go along with his 
outward: He muſt not only come to the publick Worſhip of 
GO D, but he muſt have his thoughts and affections fix d upon 
the buline ß which he is there employ d in: He muſt not onl 
Pray, but Pray with zeal and fervency , not only hear the Word, 
but hear it with reverence and attention; not only receive 
the Communion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, but receive it 
with Repentance, Faith and Charity. He muſt love his Brother, 
not in Word and in Tongue only, but in Deed and in Truth; 
and, as to himſelf, he muſt be pure in Heart, in his ver 
inmoſt Ihoughts and Deſires, as well as in his outward Act. 
ons, or he will never ſeeG O D. In fine, whatever he doth, 
he muſt do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not as unto 
— knowing that of the Lord he ſhall receive his Re- 
ward. | 

34ly, When we do all this to the utmoſt perfection that 
we are capable of, in full proportion to our Endowments 
and Abilities, and with an hearty defire and endeavour to 

row and improve every Day more and more in the know- 

edge and practice ot our Duty. The Chriſtian Religion 
doth not content it ſelf only with our doing no Evil, but with 
our abſtaining from all appearance of it, every thing that 
may look like the leaſt approach towards it; not Fately 
with our becoming good, bur with our approving or trying 
things that are excellent, and becoming, as far as we are able, 
perfect; perte& to the very higheſt degree, even & our Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven is perfect. It requires us, as to do good 
fo to be rich in good Works, to be truitful in every fort of 
them, and according to the ſeveral Talents which we have 
received, to give GOD his own again with Uſury ; as not 
to be unfruittul in the knowledge of Chrilt, not to make vain 
the Grace of GO D: Soto grow in Grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, to abound more and mare, 


and to be daily adding one Grace and Vertue to another; 


that 
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thing. : f 

And hifþy, happy would it be for us, if, according to 
theſe Rules, we would be careful (not to draw as near as we 
| can poſſibly EY with the utmoſt ſtretch of the Lav, 


we lawfully o the Borders of Sin, which is the pitif 
and unchriſtian Policy of ſome Men, and has ruin'd its Thou- 
ſands and irs Ten Thouſands: But) like true Chriſtians, true 

Haters and Abhorrers of Sin, to keep our ſelves aloof,at a migh- 
ty diſtance from ir. If, whatever we do in a Religious way, 
we would do it with all our might, and be ſo far from think- 
ing our ſelves good enough, as to be always aſpiring and 
endeavouring after higher degrees of Goodneſs and Perfecti- 
on. If thole whoare Rich and Great among us, would dis 
ſtinguiſh themſelves by the extraordinary good which they 
do; by becoming illuſtrious Examples of Piety and Vertue, 
by being ready to diſtribute, and willing to communicate out of 
their Abundance, and by uſing all their Power and Authority, 
for the Puniſhment of Evil doers, and for the Praiſe of them that ds 
well. And il all of us, from the higheſt to the loweſt, would 
in our reſpective Stations, and in proportion to our ſeveral 
Abilities, do all that in us lieth, for the promoting the Intereſt 
of Religion, the Honour of God, and the true Happineſs of 
Mankind. Always remembring that we ſerve a Matter, who 
expects to Reap where he hath Sown, aud who, where he hath 
given much, will require the more. 

One thing more I would willingly add under this Head, 
and that is, that as weare to improve in our performance of 
Religious Duties, ſo ought we likewiſe to improve in the Prin- 
ciples upon which we perform them. Terror of the 
Lord, or a reſpe& to recompence of Reward, are moſt com- 
monly, and undoubtedly lawfully may be (elſe the Scriptures 
would never have propoſed them as ſuch) the firſt Motives or 
Principles upon which Men are perſuaded to become Religi- 
vous. But then a ſenſe of God's goodneſs and infinite Per 
Ction, and entire Love of him and our Bleſſed Saviour, and 
a zealous defire ro have their Honour and Glory advanc'd to 
the utmoſt, muſt afterwards take place in our Hearts 
and crown our Righteouſneſs. "Theſe are the nobleſt and 

moſt generous Principles of Religion, as having leaſt of our 
ſelves, and moſt of God in them, and therefore theſe we may 


be ſure will be moſt accepra'>le to Cod. And accordingly 2 


that ſo at laſt we may be perfect and entire, wanting no? 
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Rod, that theſe were the chief Principles upon which the A- 
poſtles, and Diſciples, and firlt Chriſtians, andg%which is 
more than all theſe, our Bleſſed Lord himſelf a&eq- 

4thly, When we are conſtant, and | row in doing this 


thr” the whole Courſe of our Lives; or galt, if at any 
time we happen to ſlip or fall, do all we can to riſe again, 
and recover our ſelves by a timely, ſincere and effectual Repen- 
tance, The Converſation of a Chriſtian is not to be made 
of ſudden Heats and Fits of Religion frequently inter- 
rupted, and ſometimes wholly laid aſlcep for a very lon 
time; nay, and too often chang'd into the Heats and Fits o 
a quite contrary Nature. He is not to Pray one Hour, and 
Swear the next; To come to Church on the Lord's Day 
Morning, and ſet in for Drinking and Gaming in the After- 
noon : To give Alms to Day, and oppreſs to morrow : To 
have a week of Retirement, and another of Debauchery ; 
but he is to be all of a piece, and to carry on an even and 
ſteady courſe of Vertue throughout all the ſeveral Stages, 
and in all the ſeveral inſtances of his whole Life. He is to 
be Holy, as far as he is able, as God is Holy, that is, tobe 
ſure, with a little a Mixture of Sin and Imperfections, as is 
poſſible to Man : He is to ſerve God in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
all :he Days of his Life: as ſoon as he names the name of Chriſt, 
he « to depart from all iniquity, and he is to continue taithful 
unto Death, that he may obtain a Crown of Life. This is 
4 be his firſt Aim, this he is ſincerely to deſign and labour 
ter. | 
But, becauſe God foreſaw that unhappy Man would be 
too apt to Fail of this continued Righteouſneſs, he has there- 
fore out of his infinite Mercy and Compaſſion towards, us Se- 
condarily and by way of Recovery only, left open a place for 
Repentance, that is for our return to him, after we have gone 
aſtray, by an hearty Sorrow for our Sins paſt, and a thorough 
change and amendment of our whole Converſation for the 
future. Never in the leaſt intending that Men ſhould from 
hence tate take occaſion w ilfully and deliberately to enter in- 
to a courſe of Sin, purely upon the proſpe& and encourage- 
ment of the Privilege of Repen ing afterwards, no (no, 
this is a moſt notorious Abuſe ot God's Mercy, and Sinners 
had beſt take care that they do not too far provoke God - 
by it) bur chiefly that the ſurpriz d and unwary, the 


thougntleG and unconſidering Sinners, the Sinners who have 
not 
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not offerided ſo very pteſumptuouſhy, and with ſuch as Ss 
high- and, might find 


ter from Divine Vengeance in 
this City of Refuge.” Provided always that they Repent in 
Time, befort | they are frighten'd into it by old Age, 
Sickneſs, or a;Death-bed , (tor of theſe the Caſe is very 
doubtful , betauſe their Repentance ſeems to proceed rather 
from an entire Regard to themſelves, than any Reſpect to 
God and his Glory: And it fo, they have great Reaſon to 
doubt whether God will accept it) as alſo that they Repent 
fincerely, not only to ſerve a preſent Turn, till they have re- 
cover'd this fit ot Sickneſs, that Trouble or Affliction, Oc. 
which God knows, is too commonly the Caſe ; but with a full 
purpoſe to ſerve God, and to live to him all the remainder 
of their Lives; and laſtly, that they do it effectually, ſo as 
to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, a conſtant Succeſſi- 
on of good Works for a conſiderable time, which a- 
lone can evidence the Sincerity and Efficacy of their Re- 
pentance. 
I aſth, When after all our beſt Endeavours to do our Duty, 
all our beſt Performances of it, we aſcribe the Praiſe and Glory 
af them all to God, and entirely rely upon his Free Grace 
and Goodneſs in Chriſt Jeſus, and not in the leaſt upon our 
own Merits, for his acceptance and rewarding of them: For 
what ſays the Scripture ? Moen you ſhall have done all thoſe 
things which are commanded you, ſay, we are unprofitable Servants, 
we have done that which was our Duty to do. And with great rea- 
fon ſure ; ſince it is God that worketh in us, both to will and to 
do, according to his good Pleaſure , ſince we are not ſufficient of 


our ſelves, but our ſufficiency is of God, and it is he that makes us 


perfect in every good Work, to do his Will, working in us that which 
x well pleaſing in his 1 8 thro* Feſus Chriſt : And, as to our 
Reward, we know who hath told us that it is not of Debz, 
but of Grace, and that by Grace we are ſaved, thro Faith, and that 
not of our ſelves, it is the Gift of Gd; that we are accepted, 
not for our own ſakes, but in she Beloved, and, being juſti- 


29 
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$ 


fied by his Grace, are made Heirs according the hope of eter« 


nal Life. 


. 


You ſee then that the having our Converſation 4s becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, comprehendeth in ita vaſt deal; even all that 


Care, Painsand Diligence, all that univerſal Regard to God's 


Cemmandments ; all that Sincerity and Simplicity, both in Prin- 
ciples and Practice; all that zealous aim at, and endeavour after 
Per. 
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 # 
Fadi, that abounding in good Works, that juſt uſe and in- 


provement of our reſpective Talents; all that Conftancy and 


| Perſeverance in doing good; all that Seaſonableneſs, Heart i= 


neſs, and Fruitfulneſs in our Repentance ; and Laſtly, all that 
Humble-Mindedneſs and Self denial, of aſcribing all the Praiſe 
of our beſt Endeavours and Performances to Go D, and re- 
lying wholly upon his Goodneſs, in Chriſt eſiu, for the Accep- 
tance and Rewarding of them, which are ſo often requir'd of 
Chriſtians in Scripture. | 

And now perhaps, you will be apt to ſay, ho # ſufficient 
for all theſe things? I anſwer, every Chriſtian (generally ſpeak- 
ing) that is but as willing, as he will be made able: For tho 
it is true indeed, that of our ſelves we are weal and unable to 
do any good thing, much leſs all theſe good things: Yet at the 
{ame time it muſt be confider'd, that we are ſtrong in the Lord; 
and in the Power of his Might that his Grace will be ſufficient for 
us, his Strength made perfect in our Weakneſs, and that we ſhall 
be enabled to do all things through Chriſt, which ſtrengtheneth us, 
And upon theſe Grounds we may be confident, with St. Paul, 
that GOD, who hath begun a good Work in us, will alſo perfect 
it, even, until, and in the Day of Feſus Chriſt's coming to 
Judgment 

Let usthen, wichout any more delays or excuſes, diligent- 
ly attend to this important, this great, this neceſſary Work 
a Work, without doing of which, we can never be eaſie in 
our Minds here, never be happy hereafter : As will moſt plain- 
ly appear, as ſoon as I ſhall have laid before you, 

II. The ſtrict Obligations which we lie under thus to 
bave our Converſation. And ſurely theſe Obligations muſt 
needs be very ſtrict, ſince they bind us with all the force that 
our Reaſon, our Gratitude, our Fuſtice, and our Intereſt, can 
give them. | : 

1ſt. Our Reaſon, which, beſides that it will tell us, in the 
general, that all GO D*s Commands are to be obey'd by us, 
and muſt neceſſarily be agreeable to the higheſt reaſon, from 
which it is Iopoſſible for G OD, in the leaſt, to ſwerve fo 
will it more particularly aſſure us, in reſpect of our Chriſtian 
Converſation, that it is the Converſation of a Man, of a reaſonable 
Creature, moſt highly perſective of a rational Nature, and di- 
realy tending to make us, in a very great degree, like to 
GOD himſelf, the Supream Pattern of all Reaſon and Per- 
feAion. And that the reſtraints, which the Goſpel lay upon =: 

ar 


= 
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are no more than are neceſſary, for the bringing under Sub- 
jection our ſenſual Luſts and Appetites, which would other- 
wile be an intolerable Shame and Reproach to us; no more 
than are neceſſary to keep us from ſetting our Affections too 
much upon this World and the things of it, and to prepare and 
diſpoſe us for the enjoy ment of another Lite, infinitely more 
agreeable to a rational Nature, than this, for ever and ever. 

nd what then, in the Name of Reaſon, hath any Man to 
object againſt this? Will he call himſelf a Man, and will he 
not live like one ? Would he be admir'd for his Reaſon, 
and yet himſelf diſregard and deſpiſe it? When G O D 
hath made him of one of the nobleſt and uppermoſt Ranks 
of Beings, would he degrade himſelf, and make himſelf 
more Vile, even that the Beaſts that periſh? No, I beſeech 
you, Brethren, by the Mercies of G O D, that ye preſent your Bodies 
a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable to G O D, which is your reaſona- 
ble Service. | | | 
| 24ly, Our Gratitude ;, in the Words of St Paul, which I 


juſt now mention d, you find the Mercies of God urged as an 


Argument to perſuade Men to lead Holy. and truly Chriſtian, 
Lives. And ſurely they muſt needs appear to be a very ſtrong 
and powerful one, for this e pas ro any Man that ſeriouſly 
conſiders how numberleſs and unfpeakably great they have. 
been towards us. After all that God has done for us, in our 
Creation, Preſervation, and, above all, our Redempei 
by the Death and Paſſion of his only begotren, and moſt 
dearly beloved Son, whom he ſpared not, bur. deliver'd up 
for us all. After all this, we muſt have Hearts harder than 
Adamant, if we are not affected with a moſt tender, deep, 
and laſting Senſe of this his Love towards us, and this Sen 
of his inlinite Love and Kindneſs towards us, cannot but be- 
get in us a moſt ardent and intenſe Love towards him; and, 
naturally conſequent upon this, a moſt earneſt deſire to make 
him all the returns of Love that we can, by ſtudying to pleaſe 
him in all things, to do his Will before our own, and to keep 
his Commandments, whatſoever. it may coſt us, 

3dly, Our Juſtice, which, as it doth exact from us an uni- 
verſal Obedience to all God's Commandments, as a moſt ju#h 
Debt from all his Creatures to him; ſo doth it more eſpecially 
require at our hands a performance of all thoſe ſolemn Vows 
and Promiſes, by which we have, over and over, engag d 
our {clves, to have our, Converſation as becometh the Goſpel of 


Chrift. 
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Chrift, As in our Baptiſm, our Confirmation, our Communion 
in the Body and Blood of Chriſt, our ordinary Prayers, Publick 
and Private, and more particularly thoſe which we have of- 
fer'd up to God in the Day of Sickneſs and Adverſity, and at 
the time of publick Sorrow and Humiliation for Sin, And can 
we poſſibly be ſo fooliſh as to think that all theſe Vows and 
Promiſes will ſtand for nothing? Is it ſo very heinous and foul 
a Crime to Lye to Man, and is it none at all to Lye to God, 
and to the Holy Ghoft ? Can we be ſo ready to call one ano- 
ther to account for Breach of Promiſe, and judge it a neceſſary 
wece of Honour ſo to do; And can webe ſo ftupid as to be- 
lie ve, that God alone is regardleſs of his Honour, and takes 
no notice whether Men make good their Vows to him or no? 
No, let us not deceive our ſelves ; there is not one of all theſe 
Vows and Promiſes, but what is noted in God's Book; not one 
that we ſhall not be call'd to a ftri# Acconmt for at the Laſt 
Dy. God is infinitely more jealous of his Honour, and 
bath infinitely more reaſon than we can poſſibly be of ours; 
and therefore we way aſſure our ſelves, that he will not be 
mocked by us, but, as we have pretended to him a readineſs 
will, ſo he wil expect from us, at our utmoſt Peril, a Per- 
ormance alſo. 1-0 | | 
Laſtly, Our Intereſt: And what is there that we can poſſibly 
think of under this Head, that doth not powerfully plead for 
ſuch a Converſation as becometh the Goſpel of Chrift 5 What is 
there that we can in reaſon with for or deſire, that this is not 
the moſt ready and likely. way to obtain for us ? f 
Do we deſire the outward Enjoyments of this World, 
Riches, Honour, Power, Sg. what way ſo likely to 
obtain theſe, as by the Goodneſs of our Lives, to engage God 
on our ſide, whois the Giver of them all? Nay, and to er- 
gage Men too, who will hereby be invited more than by 
any other thing what ſocver, to Love us, ta Reſbect us, to 
Truſt us, to Serve us, to Rejoyce in our Proſperity and Ad- 
vancement, and to Help towards it all they can. 
Or do we, like wiſer Men, defire thoſe inward Enjoy ments 


of Contentment of Mind, of Fearleſneſs of Dangers, Affli. 


Qions, Sickneſs, nay, even Death it ſelf, of a chearful and 
merry Heart, of a Mind undiſturbd by Luſts and Paſhone, 
of Peace of Conſcience, and that yet more deſirable peace of 
Gog, which, paſſeth all Underſtanding? Where, I beſeech you, 
are all theſe w be found, but in the Lite of a good 0 ? 
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Where, but in the Religion of him, who both had them all 
himſelt in the hight degree, and had Power to beſtow them 


on whomſoever he ſhould ꝓlc aſe and as actually promis'd them 
to all his faithful Followers and Diſciples. 1 
To ſay all at once, do we deſire to avoid everlaſting Miſery, 
and to obtain everlaſting Happineſs? There is but one 
of doing this, and that is, by becoming bely in all manner of 
Holineſs in the fear of God, and ſo ren- 
dring our ſelves meet to be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light. | | 
There will come a Day, believe me therewill (but why do 
I fay beliveme ? Believe your own Reaſon and Conſtiences, 
believe the W:/eft and Holieſt of Men or Angels, nay, even 
but believe God himſelf; who cannot poſſibſy deceive you) 
when GO ſhall judge the World in Righteouſneſs, and give to 
every Man according to his Deeds; to them, who, by patient con- 
tinuance in well-doing, have ſought for Glory, Honour, Immortality, 
and Eternal Life: But to them who have been Contentious, and 


have not obeyed the Truth, but obeyed Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation, 


and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every Soul of them: A 


Day, when the Bl: fled Saviour of the World will no longer 


appear to be that mean and inconſiderable Perſon, that ſome 


Men would now make of him, but ſhall be revealed from Hea- 
Vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obeyed not his G:ſpel: A Day of Darkneſs 
and Gloomineſe, of Wrath and fierce Anger, of Horror and 
Amazement : When Sinners ſhall be afraid, and the Hy po- 
crites {hall be ſurpriz'd with fearfulneſs: When the boldeſt and 
moſt daring Sinner that ever lived, ſhall Sneak and Crouch, 
ſhall Weep and Wail, ſhall be confounded and hang down his 
Head, and be ready to give Ten thouſand Worlds it he could 
be worth them, for ſo much as one ſmile or glimpſe of Mercy, 
from the once neglected and deſpiſed Jeſus » A Day, when 
there ſhall be reſpe of Perſons of God; but the Kings of the Earth, 
and the great Men,and the rich Men, and the chief Captains, and the 
mighty Men, and the free Man as well as the bond Man, ſball hide 


| themſelves in the Deni, and in the Rocks of the Monnt ains; and thatl 


lay to the Mountains and Rocks, fall on us, and hide us from the 
Face of him that ſitteth on the Throne, and from the Wrath of the 


Lamb, for the great Day of bis Wrath is come, and who ſhall be alle 
wo fland? | ve hat | 


Be. 


Be wiſe now therefore, O my Brethren; more eſpecially, be 


Accounts to make out at the Day of judgment: Te, whoſe 
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inſtrutted, ye that are Princes and Fudges of the Earth; Te, into 
whoſe Hands GOD has put ſuch vaſt Powers and Oppor- 
tunities of being and doing Good: , who have ſuch arge 


fall, ſrom the N of Temporal Grandeur and Proſperity, 
into the loweſt Abyſs of Eternal Wretchedneſs and Miſery, 
will make your Caſe, if you ſhould miſcarry, much more 

intolerable than that of other Men. O that ye would be | 
perſuaded to ſerve the Lord with fear, and to rejoyce unto him 
with reverence : That ye would Ki, the Son, fincerely and 

entirely obey: him, leſt he be Angry, and ſo ye Periſh from the 
right way : For, if bis Wrath be kindled, yea, but a little, much 
more if it be kindled to that great Degree, to which it molt: 
certainly will be at the great and terrible Day of VPrach : 


n. 


Truſt in Him. 
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